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directions, but lie was most concerned for the im-
portant depot which he had established at Upper
Sandusky, no more than thirty miles from any
British landing force which should decide to cross
Lake Erie. The place had no fortifications; it
was held by a few hundred green recruits; and the
only obstacle to a hostile ascent of the Sandusky
River was a little stockade near its mouth, called
Fort Stephenson.

For the Americans to lose the accumulation of
stores and munitions which was almost the only
result of a year's campaign would have been a fatal
blow. Harrison was greatly disturbed to hear that
Tecumseh had gathered his warriors and was fol-
lowing the trail that led to Upper Sandusky and
that Procter was moving coastwise with his troops
in a flotilla under oars and sail. Harrison was, or
believed himself to be, in grave danger of confront-
ing a plight similar to that of William Hull, beset
in front, in flank, in rear. His first thought was to
evacuate the stockade of Fort Stephenson and to
concentrate his force, although this would leave
the Sandusky River open for a British advance
from the shore of Lake Erie.

An order was sent to young Major Croghan, who
held Fort Stephenson with one hundred and sixty